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Teaching of Reading at Whiteknights
Accelerated Reader

Mrs Swift



Develop pupils’ language capabilities

• collaborative learning activities where 
pupils can share their thought 
processes;

• reading books aloud and discussing 
them, including use of structured 
questioning;

• and pupils articulating their ideas 
verbally before writing.

Improving Literacy in KS2
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Support pupils to develop fluent reading capabilities
• Develop pupils’ fluency through:
• guided oral reading instruction—

teachers model fluent reading, then 
pupils read the same text aloud with 
appropriate feedback; and

• repeated reading—pupils re-read 
a short and meaningful passage a set 
number of times or until they reach 
a suitable level of fluency.

Improving Literacy in KS2
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Teach reading comprehension strategies through 
modelling and supported practice

• Teach specific strategies that pupils can apply to 
monitor and overcome barriers to comprehension. 
These include:

• prediction (based on text content and context);
• questioning;
• clarifying;
• summarising; and
• activating prior knowledge.
• Model and scaffold these strategies; then support 

pupils to increasingly use reading comprehension 
strategies independently, with less and less 
prompting from the teacher.

Improving Literacy in KS2
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A web-based programme.
‘Real-world’ books.
Helps pupils to develop comprehension skills.
Develops independent reading.
Encourages children to read for pleasure.
Children experience success.
Pupil book choice (doesn’t use book bands)
Measures progress over time.

Why do we use AR at Whiteknights?



When pupils have been given their ZPD range, they 
then choose a book within this range.

Books in school have a sticker on the spine with the 
book level.

Might also wish to choose a book from home, if it 
has a quiz.

Pupils should read for at least 20 minutes a day.

Accelerated Reader

Database of over 35000 
quizzes

Ensures comprehension of 
books read

Helps create culture of 
reading

Provides instant feedback
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Zone of Proximal Development

In the context of AR, it is the range within which pupils should read to best develop 
their reading.

Recorded in Home Learning Diaries 5 days each week.

What is ZPD?



Library books

Do not have an orange sticker on the spine.

May be in the AR system. You can check online and do the quiz if there is.

Might be above their ZPD if you read the book with your child.



Book level
- Range between 0.2-13.5
- Calculated based on sentence length and 

vocabulary difficulty

Interest level
- LY approximately age 5-8
- MY approximately age 9-13
- UY approximately age 14+

Choosing a book



How to access the Reading Practice quiz

Quizzes must be accessed 
through school website 

specifically



Reading Practice quiz
When pupils have finished reading the book, they complete the Reading Practice quiz 
(note, this is different to STAR test which is completed in school).

Quiz taken on a laptop or tablet (such as iPad).

Quiz must be taken within 24 hours of finishing the book.

Should be completed independently.
Books should not be used.

No time limit.

Varying number of questions (3, 5, 10 and 20).

Results immediately displayed.



Celebrating achievement

Pass rate varies depending on the quiz (e.g. quizzes have different number of 
questions).

Each classroom has an Accelerated Reader display.

When a pupil passes a Reading Practice quiz, they add a house point to the display. 
These are collated termly.



Read with your child.

Focus on developing comprehension.

Talk about the meaning of new words to help develop vocabulary.

Ask your child questions about what they have read.

Speak to CT.

How can you help your child?
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