
 Instructions

Research your poster

Get thinking about ideas to include in your 
poster. Investigate and imagine 
‘Connections’ and everything that makes 
them special. Here are some topic ideas to 
help you get the inspiration started:

Think about yyoouurr personal experiences of 
connections - how our body parts are 
connected, to connections with 
classmates, teachers and family members. 
Has it helped you become stronger, 
braver, kinder or more accomplished?

Is the world built on connections? Why 
not think about connections in terms 
of the ancient family tree that connects all 
animals, how atoms connect or 
bond to make up our surroundings and 
connections in construction. What are 
examples of good connections? 

Is there someone you have connected 
with who inspired or helped you? It 
doesn’t have to be someone you know, it 
can be any role model! Why no create a 
portrait that demonstrates this? 
Connections are everywhere. From the 
friends we make who share new ideas, to 
the connection between eco-friendly 
behaviour and a better future, there is so 
much to see all around us.

Make your poster

Once you have done your research, it’s time 
to get creative! The poster must be:

A4 or A3 size and you need to be able to 
take a photo of it to send online for 
judging. 

You can use pop up pictures, pull out 
tabs or use materials such as paint, 
drawing pencils, crayons and paper. 

Posters will be judged on creativity, how 
well they fit the theme, how well the 
poster has been made or drawn, and how 
engaging they are. Once the poster is 
complete, take a photo and complete the 
online form with your entry details. 

 Kit list

Paper (A4 or A3)

Creative materials, 
such as:
pens
pencils
scissors
glue
watercolours
paints
crayons
felt
thread
wool
foil
clay
string
beads
stamps
foam
pompoms
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POSTER 
COMPETITION
Pupils can get creative and enter British Science 
Week’s annual, UK-wide poster competition! 
MMake a poster about any ‘Connections’ that 
appear in the world of science yyoouu like, and be in 
with the chance of winning an array of prizes. 

Send us your poster

How will the posters be judgedHow will the posters be judged?

Creativity in approachCreativity in approach
Innovative angle on the content or creative 
interpretation of the theme.

ContentContent
Clear, accurate and informative about a 
STEM topic.

Effective communicationEffective communication
Presented and communicated in an 
engaging way.
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Take it home: 

FANTASTIC 
FINGERPRINTS
This activity is designed to get you thinking about  
fingerprints. Check out the video demonstration here: 

 bsa.sc/YouTube-CREST-Fantastic-fingerprints-demonstration 

Find out if everyone’s fingerprints really are different.

 45 – 60 minutes

Skill set: Curious, Observant, Patient

 Next steps 
This activity is one of the CREST SuperStar 
challenges. Why not try some of the other fun 
activities here: primarylibrary.crestawards.
org/#SuperStar .

If you are an adult wanting to run CREST 
Awards with your pupils, visit the website 
for advice on how to get started:  
crestawards.org .

 At home
Look for fingerprints on surfaces such 
as glass (e.g. drinking glasses, mirrors or 
windows). Can you identify who made them?

Can you find out other ways of identifying 
individuals?

 Instructions
You will be comparing different fingerprints and 
seeing if you can identify any patterns. What do 
you know about fingerprints? Look at your own 
fingerprints using a magnifying glass.

1 Now you are going to take your fingerprints. 
Rub a pencil onto a piece of paper or 
sprinkle a small amount of dust on a table.

2 Now put your thumb on the pencil 
rubbing or in the dust. Then place your 
thumb firmly on the sticky side of a piece 
of sellotape. 

3  Stick your sellotape onto a piece of paper. 
You should be able to see your fingerprint. 
Experiment to see what works best to get 
clear prints.

4  Look at your fingerprints, are the patterns 
like the ones at the top of the page?

5  Compare your prints with other people. 
Are they all different? Can you work out 
which are yours?

6  Can you find other ways to collect 
fingerprints?

 Watch out
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 Kit list

Dust (flour, chalk, 
talcum powder, 
cocoa powder)

Soft pencils

Blank paper (white 
paper for pencil 
and cocoa prints; 
black paper for 
white powder 
prints)

Sellotape

Scissors

Magnifying glasses
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A fantastic way to encourage pupils to take an 
interest in STEM is to introduce transferable skills 
used by those working in STEM-related jobs. 

UNLOCKING 
SKILLS
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Get pupils leading the way
A great way to encourage STEM 
interest in young people is by letting 
them lead the way. Here’s how you 
can help them along:

These skills will strengthen 
positive attitudes and reduce 
stereotypes of those working in 

the field. 

You could, for example, engage pupils 
in this STEM Person of the Week  
activity from NUSTEM at Northumbria 
University. Ask pupils to identify what 
attributes people working in STEM 
need. These might include being 
observant, creative, patient, good at 
communication, or curious. Look out 
for the skills unlocked tags for each 
activity in this pack.

See the table below for the complete 
list of skills developed by NUSTEM 
to use as a talking point or to share 
with other teachers. Or, as a little bit 
of motivation, why not award each 
of the students with a certificate for 
a STEM skill which they demonstrate 
very well during the Week?

Observant

Imaginative

Curious

Self-motivated Collaborative

Hard-working


