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Systematic approach



Let’s explain some RWI langauge
Fred – is a frog who only speaks in sounds

Fred Talk – when children need to sound out 
the word before they blend it.

Special Friends – when two or three letters 
together make one sound 

Find Special Friends – when they need to 
identify a special friend within a word before 
reading it



English alphabetic code
• 44 sounds
• 26 letters
• Over 150+ graphemes (letter combinations)

One of the most complex alphabetic codes in 
the world.



Speed Sounds Set 1



Speed Sounds Set 2



Alternative sounds:
Think about words that have these 
sounds:

‘f’ sound 

‘or’ sound 

‘igh’ sound



Alternative sounds:
‘f’ sound 
‘fun’, ‘huff’, ‘photo’

‘or’ sound 
‘or’, ‘door’, ‘more’, ‘dawn’, ‘author’.

‘igh’ sound
‘like’, ‘I’, ‘eyes’, ‘cycle’, ‘tie’, ‘by’



Speed Sounds Set 3



Complex Speed Sounds chart



What can you do to help at home to learn 
sounds?

Practice the sounds and phrases

Practice reading sounds speedily - ‘review, 
review, review’

Use ‘Special Friends’, ‘Fred Talk’, read 
the word’ to read words.



What can you do to help at home to learn 
sounds?

Video links will also be sent home that will help 
the children practise their sounds and 
blending. 



Green words
Green words can be decoded using phonetic 
sounds. 
• Use ‘Fred Talk’ to read the word aloud. 
• Sound buttons – identify units of sound. 
• ‘Fred in the head’ build fluency of reading. 
• Speed read.



Red Words

Red words are un-decodable, tricky words. 

• Each word has a ‘tricky bit’ that does not 
fit a sound pattern. 

• These words just need to be learnt.



What is the Phonics Screening Check?
• A word-reading test at the end of Year 1

• Children read 40 words

• Half are real words.

• Half are nonsense words. 



Whiteknights Phonics Screening Check Results

• Top 3% of schools in England 
for teaching phonics

• 2020 – no Data due to the pandemic

Whiteknights National

2017 97% 81%

2018 96% 81%

2019 98% 81%

2021 96% 82%

2022 98% 82%

2023 100% 81%

2024 98% 81%



But why nonsense words?
• Nonsense words check that children will be 

able to read sounds they know in unfamiliar 
words:

• Children who can read nonsense words will, 
very soon, be able to read any new word –
for example – gargantuan, flailing, raucous, 
anticipation;

• Reading new words increases children’s 
vocabulary rapidly.



Reception

Year 1

One term to complete



Book Bag Books



What should my child 
read at home? 



Read picture books



Repeated readings
Again! Again!

Children are wired to thrive on repetition



Storytime
• Read to your children
• Ask lots of questions and share opinions
• Develop their vocabulary



10 things your child learns when you 
read aloud stories and poems every day
1. Sustain attention
2. Appreciate rhythm and rhyme
3. Build pictures in their minds from the words on the page
4. Understand humour and irony 
5. Use new words and phrases in different contexts  - and 

later in writing
6. Learn new vocabulary and knowledge of the world
7. Think about characters’ feelings and use appropriate 

voices
8. Follow a plot with all its twists and turns
9. Understand suspense and predict what’s about to happen 

next
10.Link sentences and ideas from one passage to the next



Talking
Talk to your child as much as possible and ‘feed’ 
them new and ambitious vocabulary.

“Let’s eat our lunch now.”
“Let’s munch our lunch now.”
“Let’s scoff our lunch now.”
“Let’s devour our lunch now!”

You’re looking ... not just... but...



Vocabulary
Enrich conversations through description:

“Look at that rain. It looks like little diamonds sparkling on 
the window pane!”

Have fun with words and language. 

“I’m as hot as a spud in a cooking pot!”

Praise your child for using new words or 
interesting phrases



Fluent reading doesn’t always equal 
understanding.

For example: an extract from a computer manual.
According to the previous ATA/IDE hard 
drive transfer protocol, the signalling 
way to send data was in synchronous 
strobe mode by using the rising edge of 
the strobe signal.

Many children can read more than they 
understand so its important to take extra time 
to help deepen their understanding.

http://http/ccs.infospace.com/ClickHandler.ashx?ld=20140316&app=1&c=acproy.gb&s=acproy&euip=46.208.7.242&pvaid=b93b21269b9f40caa136bd7025465491&fct.uid=d8299a1ccd784e71bbb01a2fc6d1c664&en=vcV3Mgj+C0y2iwwyLjTxGPmXGH4vIiFyPkyXAJ3UqCkyJnylPB4zSg==&du=http://pmtips.net/wp-content/uploads/2012/01/warning-sign1.jpg&ru=http://pmtips.net/wp-content/uploads/2012/01/warning-sign1.jpg&ap=1&coi=772&cop=main-title&npp=1&p=0&pp=0&ep=1&mid=9&hash=5838E70709F73DC3B47F4AE180812C95


Free Video Tutorials (ruthmiskin.com)



Online resources available
Ruth Miskin Parents’ Page:
http://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/parents/

Ruth Miskin Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/miskin.education

Free e-books for home reading:
http://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/Reading/

http://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/parents/
https://www.facebook.com/miskin.education
http://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/Reading/
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