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Key Stage 2 SATs Changes

SATs stands for Standard Assessment Tests, which are national 
exams taken by primary school children in England. The tests 
measure children's progress in English and math.

Purpose:
• To check how children are doing in their education
• To ensure schools are accountable for children's progress
• To check teaching standards in England
• To assess children against age-related expectations

KS2 National Curriculum Assessment



Scaled Scores

Each pupil receives:
• a raw score (number of raw marks awarded); 
• a scaled score in each tested subject;
• confirmation of whether or not they attained the national 

standard.

A pupil’s scaled score is based on their raw score. The raw 
score is the total number of marks a pupil scores in a test, 
based on the number of questions they answered correctly.



Scaled Scores

A scaled score of 100 represents the expected standard on the test. Pupils 
scoring at least 100 will have met the expected standard on the test. 

However, given that the difficulty of the tests may vary each year, the number 
of raw score marks needed to achieve a scaled score of 100 may change. 

For example, if the overall difficulty of a test decreases compared to previous 
years, the raw score required to meet the expected standard will increase. 

Similarly, if the test is more difficult, the raw score required to meet the 
expected standard will decrease.



Scaled Scores

80 is the lowest scaled score that can be awarded and 
120 is the highest scaled score.

Pupils scoring at least a scaled score of 100 will have 
met the expected standard of the test.

A pupil awarded a scaled score of 99 or below has not 
met the expected standard in the test.



Scaled Scores

• There are not any separate ‘higher-level’ tests.

• Instead, each test will have scope for higher-attaining pupils to show their 
strengths.

• This means that some questions towards the end of the tests may be 
more difficult for many children but they should be encouraged to 
attempt as much of the test as they are able to.

• A scaled score of 110 or more means that a child is exceeding the 
expected standard. We call this greater depth.



The tests

Nationally, statutory tests will be administered in the following subjects:

• English reading

• English grammar, punctuation and spelling
• Paper 1: short answer questions
• Paper 2: spelling

• Mathematics 
• Paper 1: arithmetic
• Paper 2: reasoning
• Paper 3: reasoning



Reading

• A single paper.

• Reading booklet and associated answer booklet.

• 3 unrelated texts (a mixture of text genres).

• 60 minutes in total (to read the booklet and answer the 
questions).

• Total of 50 marks. 



Reading

• During the reading paper, a child’s inference and deduction 
skills are thoroughly tested. They will also be expected to 
answer questions on authorial choices: explaining why an 
author has chosen to use particular vocabulary, grammar 
and text features. 

• Some questions are multiple choice. Others require short 
answers and some require an extended response or 
explanation.



Reading – sample question



Reading – sample question



Paper 1: short answer questions

• 45 minutes.

• Short answer questions, including some multiple choice.

• 50 marks in total.

Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar



Paper 2:  spelling

• Expected to take approximately 15 minutes, but is not strictly timed.

• Test transcript (to be read by the test administrator) and an answer 
booklet.

• Pupils complete 20 missing words. 

• 20 marks in total.

Marks for these two tests are added together to give a total for Spelling, 
Punctuation and Grammar.

Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar



Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling Paper 1

Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar



Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling Paper 1

Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar



Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling Paper 1

Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar



Mathematics

• Three papers (Paper 1, Paper 2 and Paper 3).

• Paper 1: ‘Arithmetic’ 
• 30 minutes
• Calculation methods, including use of fractions, 

percentages and decimals.
• Questions gradually increase in difficulty.
• Straightforward addition and subtraction and more 

complex calculations with fractions worth 1 mark each. 
• Long division and long multiplication worth 2 marks each. 



Sample Questions

Maths Paper 1: Arithmetic

Mathematics



Mathematics

• Papers 2 and 3 
• assess mathematical fluency, solving mathematical 

problems and mathematical reasoning.
• 40 minutes each.

A number of question types, including:
• Multiple choice.
• True or false.
• Constrained questions, e.g. giving the answer to a calculation, 

drawing a shape or completing a table or chart.
• Less constrained questions, where children will have to 

explain their approach for solving a problem.



Sample Questions

Maths Paper 2 / Paper 3 : Reasoning

Mathematics



Sample Questions

Maths Paper 2 / Paper 3 : Reasoning

Mathematics



Sample Questions

Maths Paper 2 / Paper 3 : Reasoning

Mathematics



The tests

• All tests are externally marked.

• As in recent years, writing will be teacher assessed. We use the 
statutory writing framework to assess. It is not a ‘tick box’ style of 
marking. We create a portfolio of 6 pieces of writing for each child and 
moderate as a team. 

• The reason we moderate over 6 pieces is because a child needs to show 
that they can write for a variety of genres, having a focus on the 
audience and purpose. 



Writing



Writing



Writing
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When will the tests happen?

Monday 12 May: KS2 English grammar, punctuation 
and spelling, papers 1 and 2
Tuesday 13 May: KS2 reading paper
Wednesday 14 May: KS2 mathematics papers 1 and 2
Thursday 15 May: KS2 mathematics paper 3

Attendance is crucial this week. 



Supporting Your Child

• Support and reassure your child that there is nothing to worry about and 
they should always just try their best. 

• Ensure your child has the best possible attendance at school.

• Practise reading, spelling and arithmetic (e.g. times tables).

• Talk to your child about what they have learnt at school and what book(s) 
they are reading (the character, the plot, their opinion).

• Make sure your child has a good sleep and healthy breakfast.

• Support your child with any home learning activities.



Supporting Your Child - Reading

• Enjoy stories together – reading stories to your child is equally 
as important as listening to your child read.

• Talk about the story before, during and afterwards.

• Look up definitions of words together.

• All reading is valuable – it doesn’t have to be just stories. 

• You could visit the local library.



Supporting Your Child - Writing

• Practise and learn weekly spelling lists.

• Encourage opportunities for writing such as letters to family or friends, 
shopping lists, notes or reminders, stories or poems.

• Write together.

• Allow your child to use a computer for word processing.

• Remember that good readers become good writers! Identify good writing 
features when reading (e.g. vocabulary, sentence structure, punctuation).



Supporting Your Child - Maths

• Play times tables games.

• Play mental maths games including counting in different amounts, 
forwards and backwards.

• Encourage opportunities for telling the time.

• Encourage opportunities for counting coins and money; finding amounts 
or calculating change when shopping.

• Identify, weigh or measure quantities and amounts in the kitchen or in 
recipes.



A chance to explore the tests

On each table, you will find some copies of example papers. Please take 
some time to look through them and I will answer any questions you have.
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